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W_ho Are We?

At the intersection of community, identity, democracy, and social justice, Raseef22 is an online
independent media platform, presenting news and views relevant to the Arab world.

Inspired by the Arab Spring, Raseef22 fills a cultural gap in the Arabic language media landscape,
acknowledging both local values and global perspectives.

Raseef22 has built a community of readers seeking homegrown Arabic content from around the
22 Arab countries, bringing personal perspectives to politics, lifestyle and culture. Headquartered
in Beirut, Lebanon, our staff is based in over 10 countries working with more than 100 journalists
from around the world.

Raseef22 introduces diverse ideas that promote a better understanding of the stories that touch
our lives, appealing to our readers’ intellectual, and creative interests.

Consistent with our mission of nurturing a global readership, Raseef22is also available in English
to make our content accessible to readers living in the Arab world as well as in diaspora regardless
of their ability to read Arabic. Additionally we offer a selection of articles in Farsi.



What Makes Us Different

"In a dictatorship independent journalism by default becomes a form of activism, and the spread
of information is essentially an act of agitation.”

We are living in times where press freedom is influenced by the declining conditions of freedom
of expression. The Arab region has consistently had the lowest rankings in terms of freedom of
the press and information. In an increasingly digital society Raseef22 taps untold stories that are
relevant to a wide audience.

The Raseef22 editorial team is driven by excellent journalism standards and strong commitment
to social issues and causes across the 22 Arab countries. We are very much aware that we live in a
climate of state control and social and religious conservatism that translate into censorship at all
levels. Raseef22, like the few other independent media platforms, exists in an ecosystem that is
largely controlled by state-run media, or privately owned media that is serving political agendas.

As an independent media, our only reference is being true to the “information”; we believe that
freedom of expressionis essential to solve the many problems we live with. We break the traditional
narratives found in the current Arab media environment.



Readers demanding a
better and more adapted

political discourse in Arabic.

Thriving from inspirational
movements.

Audience

The curious and inquisitive
alternative media reader
who is not afraid to push the
boundary and who prefers to
read in Arabic.

The millennials and the
digital age Muslims whose
faith is part of the daily life,
yet look beyond clerical
interpretation and scriptures.
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Data for the Year Ending October 31,2022

Raseef22 Page views

25,922,210
18-24 years 25-34
LN

18%

Readers

11,206,128

Age

34-44

& £

24%

45-54

21%

Gender

37.6% 62.4%

]

55-64

11%



Top 10 Countries:

Syria
10.14%
United States Iraq
.53%
BeomsE: 8.09%

7.50%

4.58%

Tunisia

Morocco

Jordan
4.49% ' 6.63%

Algeria

6.65%

Egypt Saudi Arabia



Top 5 Countries (Page views)




All Facebook pages followers

Facebook Raseef22 Arabic

A
25.4M
12,687,602
697,887
777,179

Facebook Raseef22 English

11,175
10,818
9M
2.1K

4M
108K

Twitter (Arabic)
Followers: 138+

Twitter (English)

Followers: 6,300k +

Followers:

W

Instagram (English)
Followers: 6,937+

Youtube

27,665 subscribers
461,5K views(2022)
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Il M Politics

The Politics Section is our window to the issues that shape the major features of our daily lives. In it,
we follow the movements of the peoples of our region and their ups and downs, the repression and
restrictions on our freedoms, as well as the repercussions of regional and internal conflicts on us.

Day by day, we seek to transcend events taking place as merely news passing before us, to delve
deeper into their impact on our lives as citizens. We focus mainly on all that is related to our

future and the future of our region, the paths of democratic transition, and the achievements and
obstacles it faces.
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H M Llife

The life section is the pillar of Raseef22, where a diverse range of topics cover issues of interest
in the Arab world, told from the perspectives of different groups and generations.

It mainly narrates daily life stories that fall into the category of human rights’ violations and
advocacy for ostracized and persecuted minorities such as women, immigrants, foreign workers,
the disabled, religious and ethnic minorities, and the LGBTQI+ community. These narratives vary
from freedom of expression, civil and personal liberties, amongst other issues.
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l B Opinion/Blog

Raseef22’'s '‘Opinion’ section covers political, cultural and social topics on a daily, real-time basis.
Whether linked to actual real time based news and issues, or articles on general topics with no
specific timeframe.

This partition has given equal space and freedom for both writers to express themselves, issues of
interest, and topics covering sensitive topics and issues related to the Arab world in general, and
the stories of minorities living in it.

On the other hand the 'Blog section’ is a subsection that falls under the '‘Opinion Section’, as
its texts are mostly stories, testimonies and experiences of diverse authors from around the
Arab region, making up different genders, beliefs, orientations and opinions. These stories cover
different topics and issues, raise questions, and tell captivating narratives. From sensitive topics
to taboo, and everything in between - nothing is shied away from.
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Bl B Culture

Raseef22 is an independent media platform that features endogenous content from across 22
Arab countries; inspired by recent profound socio-cultural changes in the Arab world.

One of Rasee22f's main components is therefore the "culture” that maintains an active and
responsible participatory relationship with all readers through tearing down barriers and adopting
a constructively critical approach that highlights key narratives relating to identity, belonging, and
inclusion. This is bolstered by featuring diverse content from across 22 Arab countries. Raseef22
is also deeply integrated and involved with external stakeholders such as civil society, grassroots
movements, and other independent partners; focusing on issues such as social justice, minority
rights, and cultural shifts within the Arab world.
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Bl B English

Raseef22 is a Pan-Arab media platform covering regional news and stories in Arabic with select
translations to English. In order to make our content accessible to readers living in the Arab world
as well as in the diaspora, regardless of their ability to read Arabic, we boast a wide variety of
selected stories that are not available in the English language elsewhere.

A common theme across the pages are stories centered on the pursuit of freedoms, exposing
sociopolitical issues that hinder democracy, access to information, and creativity. Raseef22 sheds
light on human stories, often told in the first person. We also translate investigative, gender
related,and environment related content to provide a more comprehensive bird’s-eye view of the
Arabic-speaking world.
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|l am a scared Lebanese feminist woman
Sarah Sheikh Ali

As soon as | started writing the first line, | felt an overwhelming urge to cry.
At this very moment, as | write my words, | am sitting in an unsafe place, in an
unsafe city, in an unsafe country, but | have no other choice. | remember that
| was displaced, prevented from visiting my family for weeks, and prosecuted
by an influential political party. | also remember how | was regularly receiving
messages threatening to simply rape me, just like that.

| read this last line, particularly the phrase “threatening to rape me”, and | feel
suffocated,and my heartbeginsracing—the same heart whose beats can now only
be regulated by a pill that can be pulled from the market at any moment, putting
my safety and life in danger. Doctors say my tachycardia (irregular heart beats) is
caused by stress and tension. | say it is caused by insecurity, both psychological
and physical, as |, a feminist Lebanese woman from Baalbek, am afraid. | am afraid
for myself, my sisters, my female friends, and my female colleagues.

s unT(‘;\‘os.s—s'. .

The bitter stories of migrant workers trying

to survive the pandemic in Lebanon
Joelle Abdelaal

Swallow your tongue or we'll implicate you with
sexual abuse and yowll die alone in a dungeon
Imad Stitou

76% of samples contaminated: Banned
pesticides garnish Lebanese dinner tables
Zainab Mohsen
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Il B Videos

The Raseef22 video team works diligently to capture raw, unfiltered footage and trending
stories to complement our daily journalistic production of articles. We direct the camera light
towards different political, economical subjects, as well as social taboos and stories, while never
compromising on the truth. All our footage expresses the reality of the Arab region, no matter how
inconvenient or shocking they may be. This is reaching large audiences for all the right reasons.
Those are Raseef22 videos!
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“The Best Team"... a sports initiative that
challenges the conditions of war in Yemen
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The Raseef22 Files
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Il B The Files

At Raseef22 we also shed light on a specific topic or theme, by assembling different stories,
and publishing them as "The Raseef22 Folders”. Each folder contains its own main title, covering
different thematic topics, varying from stories about people forced to leave their motherland due
to the economic crises along with the immigration issues that comes with it. But also stories about
the "non-existing openness” and having traditions and religion ruling the countries.

In short: Stories of marginalized groups and their unseen issues or what media usually avoids to
cover. But everything is taking place in the Arab region and we, at Raseef22, strongly believe that
by raising people’s voices through sharing their stories and viewing them from different angles
and points of view, we can change things for the better.
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The “"Waiting” File... A phone is ringing in the desert
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The Aesthetics of Raseef22
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Il B The Aesthetics of Raseef22

Raseef22 is a platform of the written word, the complexity and beauty of our Arabic language. But
what makes Raseef22 distinct is the fact that we are deliberately using the universal language of
visualization to support the content and message of each story. Each article gets its own custom
artwork that takes the reader on a visual journey and enables everyone to engage the mind and the
heart in a powerful way. We also illustrate our social media posts through creative visualizations that
support the message and stimulate the readers’ minds. These creative visuals are the essence of every
story being told, varying from overly subtle to heavily obvious. And that's what triggers our readers to
read more, the authenticity and originality of our written content blended with handmade illustrations.
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Il B The Aesthetics of Raseef22

B s ey
able B.:.;....J\J.a.c of {.5
o) Jees e

H N 29



Il B The Aesthetics of Raseef22
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Il B The Aesthetics of Raseef22
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Raseef22 Stories
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Il B Raseef22 Stories

In the "Raseef22 Stories” section, we try to illustrate audio scenes that are similar to those that
live in your imagination as you read the stories on the pages of the site. Here, we also try to add
more specifics and details to the text, as only these voices are able to add such detailing and
give the stories a more distinctive touch. The sound(s) and voice(s) here are animated scenes of

imagination and are audible features for words and stories.
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Il B Raseef22 Stories
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Il B Raseef22 Stories
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... and this is just the beginning!
A much closer cooperation between our readers and writers is imaginable.
We will build new forms of relationships that lead to activities beyond producing and absorbing content.
2023 will be #Our10thYear. 2023 will be our year!
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